《Scofield Reference Notes – 1 Peter》(C.I. Scofield)
Commentator

The first Scofield Study Bible, published in 1909 and revised in 1917, is one of the most influential theological works of the early 20th century.

Edited by Cyrus Ingerson Scofield, the Scofield Reference Bible was published by the Oxford University Press and became known to many as a handbook of fundamental theology.

The Scofield Reference Bible contains very brief commentary, often consisting of no more than a few sentences and several cross-references. The brevity of the notes allowed Scofield's commentary to be included in the margins and footnotes in study Bibles, which countless Christians use as their primary study Bible.

"The Bible, incomparably the most widely circulated of books, at once provokes and baffles study. Even the non-believer in its authority rightly feels that it is unintelligent to remain in almost total ignorance of the most famous and ancient of books. And yet most, even of sincere believers, soon retire from any serious effort to master the content of the sacred writings. The reason is not far to seek. It is found in the fact that no particular portion of Scripture is to be intelligently comprehended apart from some conception of its place in the whole. For the Bible story and message is like a picture wrought out in mosaics: each book, chapter, verse, and even word forms a necessary part, and has its own appointed place. It is, therefore, indispensable to any interesting and fruitful study of the Bible that a general knowledge of it be gained."
- From the Introduction 

A modern version of the Reference Notes (called the New Scofield Reference Bible) exists, but is a 1967 revision bearing no real relation to C. I. Scofield.

Introduction

Read first chapter of 1 Peter 

WRITER: The Apostle Peter ( 1 Peter 1:1 ) 

DATE: Probably A.D. 60. That "Babylon" refers to the former city on the Euphrates, or to Rome, cannot be inferred from 1 Peter 5:13 . The text is obscure. 

THEME: While Peter undoubtedly has scattered Jewish believers in mind, his Epistles comprehend Gentile believers also ( 1 Peter 2:10 ). The present Epistle, written from a church on Gentile ground ( 1 Peter 5:13 ), presents all the foundational truths of the Christian faith, with special emphasis on the atonement. The distinctive note of First Peter is preparation for victory over suffering. The last-name word occurs about fifteen times, and is the key-word to the Epistle. 

The Epistle is in three parts: 

1. Christian suffering and conduct in the light of full salvation, 1:1-2:8 

2. The believer's life in view of his sevenfold position, and of the vicarious suffering of Christ, 2:9-4:19 

3. Christian service in the light of the coming of the Chief Shepherd, 5:1-14 

01 Chapter 1 
1:2  Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied. 

Elect 

Election, Summary: In both Testaments the Hebrew and Greek words are rendered "elect," "election," "choose," "chosen." In all cases they mean, simply, "chosen," or "to choose"; and are used of both human and divine choices. 

(1) In the latter use election is: (a) corporate, as of the nation of Israel, or the church Isaiah 45:4 ; Ephesians 1:4 and (b) individual 1 Peter 1:2 

(2) Election is according to the foreknowledge of God 1 Peter 1:2 and wholly of grace, apart from human merit ; Romans 9:11 ; Romans 11:5 Romans 11:6 . 

(3) Election proceeds from the divine volition John 15:16 . 

Election is, therefore: 

(1) The sovereign act of God in grace whereby certain are chosen from among mankind for Himself. John 15:19 . 

(2) The sovereign act of God whereby certain elect persons are chosen for distinctive service for Him. Luke 6:13 ; Acts 9:15 ; 1 Corinthians 1:27 1 Corinthians 1:28 

1:7  That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: 

might 

Suffering, in First Peter, is set in the light of: 

(1) assured salvation, 1 Peter 1:2-5 . 

(2) the greater glory at Christ's appearing, 1 Peter 1:7 ; 

(3) Christ's sufferings and coming glories, 1 Peter 1:11 

(4) the believer's association with Him in both, 1 Peter 2:20 1 Peter 2:21 ; 1 Peter 3:17 1 Peter 3:18 1 Peter 4:12 1 Peter 4:13 . 

(5) the purifying effect of suffering, 1 Peter 1:7 ; 1 Peter 4:1 1 Peter 4:2 ; 5:10 . 

(6) that Christ is now glorified in the believer's patient suffering, 1 Peter 4:16 . 

(7) that suffering is disciplinary, 1 Peter 4:17-19 ; 1 Corinthians 11:31 1 Corinthians 11:32 ; Hebrews 12:5-13 . 

1:9  Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. 

salvation 

(See Scofield "Romans 1:16") . 

1:10  Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you: 

salvation 

(See Scofield "Romans 1:16") . 

1:13  Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 

for the grace 

Grace (in salvation). 1 Peter 5:12 ; Romans 3:24 (See Scofield "John 1:17") . 

1:18  Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; 

redeemed 

(See Scofield "Romans 3:24") . 

1:20  Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you, 

foreordained 

The divine order is foreknowledge, election, predestination. That foreknowledge determines the election or choice is clear from 1 Peter 1:2 and predestination is the bringing to pass of the election. "election looks back to foreknowledge; predestination forward to the destiny." But Scripture nowhere declares what it is in the divine foreknowledge which determines the divine election and predestination. The foreknown are elected, and the elect are predestinated, and this election is certain to every believer by the mere fact that he believes 1 Thessalonians 1:4 1 Thessalonians 1:5 

See Predestination (See Scofield "Ephesians 1:5") . 

02 Chapter 2 
2:8  And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed. 

stone of stumbling 

Christ crucified is the Rock: 

(1) Smitten that the Spirit of life may flow from Him to all who will drink Exodus 17:6 ; 1 Corinthians 10:4 ; John 4:13 John 4:14 ; 7:37-39 . 

(2) To the church the foundation and chief corner Stone Ephesians 2:20 . 

(3) To the Jews at His first coming a "stumbling stone" Romans 9:32 Romans 9:33 ; 1 Corinthians 1:23 . 

(4) to Israel at His second coming the "headstone of the corner" Zechariah 4:7 . 

(5) To the Gentile world-power the smiting "stone cut out without hands" Daniel 2:34 . 

(6) In the divine purpose the Stone which, after the destruction of Gentile world- power, is to grow and fill the earth. 

(7) To unbelievers the crushing Stone of judgment. Matthew 21:44 . 

2:9  But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: 

priesthood 

The New Testament priesthood, Summary: 

(1) Until the law was given the head of each family was the family priest Genesis 8:20 ; 26:25 ; 31:54 . 

(2) When the law was proposed, the promise to perfect obedience was that Israel would be unto God "a kingdom of priests" Exodus 19:6 . but Israel violated the law, and God shut up the priestly office to the Aaronic family, appointing the tribe of Levi to minister to them, thus constituting the typical priesthood Exodus 28:1 . 

(3) In the dispensation of grace, all believers are unconditionally constituted a "kingdom of priests" 1 Peter 2:9 ; Revelation 1:6 the distinction which Israel failed to achieve by works. The priesthood of the believer is, therefore, a birthright; just as every descendant of Aaron was born to the priesthood Hebrews 5:1 . 

(4) The chief privilege of a priest is access to God. Under law the high priest only could enter "the holiest of all," and that but once a year Hebrews 9:7, but when Christ died, the veil, type of Christ's human body Hebrews 10:20 was rent, so that now the believer-priests, equally with Christ the High Priest, have access to God in the holiest Hebrews 10:19-22 . 

The high Priest is corporeally there Hebrews 4:14-16 ; 9:24 ; 10:19-22 . 

(5) In the exercise of his office the New Testament believer-priest is 

(1) a sacrificer who offers a threefold sacrifice: (a) his own living body. Romans 12:1 ; Philippians 2:17 ; 2 Timothy 4:6 ; 1 John 3:16 ; James 1:27 (b) praise to God, "the fruit of the lips that make mention of His name" (R.V.), to be offered "continually" ; Hebrews 13:15 ; Exodus 25:22 "I will commune with thee from above the mercy seat"); (c) his substance ; Hebrews 13:16 ; Romans 12:13 ; Galatians 6:6 ; 3 John 1:5-8 ; Hebrews 13:2 ; Galatians 6:10 ; Titus 3:14 . 

(2) The N.T. priest is also an intercessor 1 Timothy 2:1 ; Colossians 4:12 

2:19  For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully. 

this is thankworthy 

Grace (imparted). 1 Peter 3:7 ; Romans 6:1 ; 2 Peter 3:18 . 

2:20  For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. 

faults 

Sin. (See Scofield "Romans 3:23") . 

2:22  Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: 

sin 

Sin. (See Scofield "Romans 3:23") . 

2:24  Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. 

sins Sin. (See Scofield "Romans 3:23") . 

righteousness (See Scofield "Romans 10:10") . 

03 Chapter 3 
3:7  Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered. 

grace 

Grace (imparted). 1 Peter 4:10 ; Romans 6:1 ; 2 Peter 3:18 . 

3:12  For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil. 

righteous 

(See Scofield "Romans 10:10") . 

3:14  But and if ye suffer for righteousness' sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled; 

righteousness 

(See Scofield "1 John 3:7") 

3:18  For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit: 

sins 

Sin. (See Scofield "Romans 3:23") . 

3:20  Which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water. 

once 

Omit "once." 

3:22  Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and authorities and powers being made subject unto him. 

angels 

(See Scofield "Hebrews 1:4") . 

04 Chapter 4 
4:1  Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin; 

sin 

Sin. (See Scofield "Romans 3:23") . 

4:6  For for this cause was the gospel preached also to them that are dead, that they might be judged according to men in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit. 

that are dead 

i.e. it was preached to them that are now dead. 

4:8  And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of sins. 

sins 

Sin. (See Scofield "Romans 3:23") . 

4:10  As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 

grace 

Grace (imparted). 1 Peter 5:5 1 Peter 5:10 ; Romans 6:1 ; 2 Peter 3:18 

4:18  And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear? 

righteous 

Righteousness. (See Scofield "Romans 10:10") 

saved (See Scofield "Romans 1:16") 

sinner Sin. (See Scofield "Romans 3:23") . 

05 Chapter 5 

5:9  Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world. 

world 

kosmos = mankind. (See Scofield "Matthew 4:8") . 

5:10  But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you. 

all grace 

Grace (imparted). 1 Peter 5:5 1 Peter 5:10 ; 2 Peter 1:2 ; Romans 6:1 ; 2 Peter 3:18 

perfect See note, (See Scofield "Matthew 5:48") . 

5:12  By Silvanus, a faithful brother unto you, as I suppose, I have written briefly, exhorting, and testifying that this is the true grace of God wherein ye stand. 

true grace 

Grace (in salvation). vs. John 1:16 John 1:17 ; Romans 3:24 (See Scofield "John 1:17") 

